Student Learning Outcomes
Each degree-granting program at DABCC has formally articulated student learning outcomes.  Below are student learning outcomes for each program in the Health & Public Services Division.

	Health and Public Services Division

	Education Paraprofessional Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· identify cooperative skills necessary to work alongside classroom teachers as part of a teaching team

· practice interpersonal and teamwork skills by working in cooperative groups in class projects and activities

· select appropriate instructional procedures during field experience opportunities

· plan instructional experiences appropriate for diverse classroom needs

· evaluate teaching and management practices for effectiveness

· create learning materials to teach specific concepts

· examine a variety of special needs presented in regular education classrooms or special education classrooms

· compare and contrast lower-level and higher-level thinking and questioning strategies

· discuss cultural awareness and multicultural education

The Paraprofessional associate degree program is designed to prepare educational assistants to work with classroom teachers in delivering education, assessing students and preparing materials.  The requirements meet the specification of the “No Child Left Behind” mandate for educational assistants.
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	Emergency Medical Services Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· demonstrate how to perform a verbal patient care report

· compose a patient care report using CHART/SOAP criteria 

· demonstrate how to perform an appropriate patient history 

· demonstrate how to perform an appropriate radio report to the receiving hospital when en route with an ill or injured patient

· demonstrate how to perform an appropriate primary/initial assessment of the ill or injured patient in the prehospital setting 

· demonstrate how to perform an appropriate secondary/focused history and physical exam for the trauma patient in the prehospital setting

· demonstrate how to perform an appropriate secondary /focused history and physical exam for patients with medical complaints or signs and symptoms of illness

· formulate an appropriate treatment

· formulate an appropriate treatment plan

· identify scenes involving hazardous materials

The Associate Degree of Applied Science in Emergency Medical Services is between 72-79 credit hours. The hour and curriculum content is based the National Standard Curriculum from the National Highway and Transportation Association (NHTSA) and the national accrediting body CoAEMSP. Upon completion of the program the students will have mastered competency in the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of the ill or injured patient using state of the art equipment. Upon completion of the program graduates are eligible to sit for their state / national licensure examinations.

 

	Early Childhood Education Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· plan, evaluate, and/or discuss instructional practices appropriate for the education of young children

· design educational materials appropriate for the education of young children

· identify practices appropriate for the education of young children with special needs

· identify practices appropriate for the education of diverse populations of children and families

· evaluate classroom environments for learning, safety, and behavior management 

· determine interventions necessary to ensure child safety at school and in the home

· demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively verbally and in writing with children, parents, and colleagues

· analyze various classroom scenarios and formulate possible solutions integrating best practices  

· analyze developmentally appropriate practices in education 

· demonstrate knowledge of normal and exceptional patterns of development as they occur in the physical, cognitive and/or psychosocial domains

The Associate of Early Childhood Education degree provides students with a broad range of competencies required by the state of New Mexico for early child care providers.  This degree is also designed to transfer to any four-year institution in New Mexico for completion of a bachelor’s degree upon acceptance into a Teacher Education Program. 
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	Education Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· demonstrate appropriate writing skills by composing a personal philosophy of education or educational intent

· analyze commitment in working with persons with disabilities

· discuss cultural awareness and multicultural education

· evaluate New Mexico law regarding educator’ responsibilities in reporting suspected child abuse and/or neglect

· discuss and demonstrate confidentiality expectations for educators

· evaluate the pros and cons of the No Child Left Behind law and the requirements stipulated for educators

· demonstrate participation in group activities and projects

· determine the interpersonal skills necessary to work with students, parents, and peers in an educational environment

· plan and implement lesson plans and instructional strategies in cooperation with other students

· analyze developmentally appropriate practices in education 

· demonstrate knowledge of normal and exceptional patterns of development as they occur in the physical, cognitive and/or psychosocial domains

The education associate degree prepares students to take the New Mexico Basic Skills assessment and apply for acceptance into a four-year bachelor degree program.  The degree is designed to introduce students to the field of education, child development and instructional theories and methods.
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	Criminal Justice/Law Enforcement Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· demonstrate verbal and nonverbal, goal- directed interaction with colleges, victims, suspects, criminal justice system and the community

· identify cultural variations in regards to communicating with African Americans, Asians, Hispanics and Native American cultures

· implement effective written communication skills

· apply effective oral communication techniques in diverse situations

· demonstrate decision making related to the inter-workings of the Criminal Justice System (Law Enforcement, the Courts and Corrections), their coordination and coherent overlapping

· locate information resources related to the Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement fields

· demonstrate understanding of the law, the Constitution and due process that applies to individuals coupled with technology that has enhanced the law enforcement communities

· access Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement information online

· integrate basic concepts of human valuing that are essential for ethical decision making

· analyze the relationship between ethics and morality in relation to Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement practice

· apply the ethical decision-making process to specific ethical issues encountered in practice

· acquire the understanding of documentation, arrest procedures, the court system and the consequences of corrections


	Dental Assisting Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· demonstrate the importance of good oral hygiene habits to patients

· recommend strategies to enable patients to provide better home care for themselves

· recognize difference in individual patient abilities to properly care for their teeth

· arrange the correct armamentarium for patient treatment during a specific procedure

· differentiate between esthetic and restorative treatment procedures

· demonstrate proper film placement techniques for intra and extra oral films

· prepare the dental treatment room for patient care

· apply proper seating and greeting techniques for each patient

· distinguish between normal and pathological abnormalities of the oral structures

· perform extraoral tissue examinations

· translate dental terminology to layman’s term for patient discussion

· demonstrate the ability to obtain patient’s current nutritional habits

· advise the patient on proper nutritional needs and the dental benefits of a healthy diet
The Certificate of Completion for this program is awarded upon satisfactory completion of all general education requirements, related requirements, and technical requirements for a total of 45 – 47 credits. These requirements are based on the American Dental Association, Commission on Dental Accreditation Standards. This program is Nationally Accredited by this same Commission and officially recognized by the New Mexico Board of Dental Health Care as a continuing education provider. Upon completion of this program graduates are eligible to sit for the National and State Certification Examinations.


	Dental Hygiene

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· provide accurate, consistent and complete documentation for assessment, diagnosis, planning, implementation and evaluation of dental hygiene services

· respect the goals, values, beliefs and preferences of clients while promoting optimal oral and general health

· work effectively as a team member, and take a leadership role in encouraging interdisciplinary health care

· consult with professional colleagues using appropriate medical/dental terminology

· critically analyze research and apply it to dental hygiene practice

· use critical thinking, problem solving and ethical decision-making in the assessment, diagnosis, planning, implementation and evaluation of dental hygiene services 

· recognize emergency situations and respond effectively

· critically analyze research and apply it to dental hygiene practice

· demonstrate skill in using computers, written and graphic resources to research evidence based, health related information

· present educational information to clients and professional colleagues utilizing a variety of appropriate audio-visual aids and technology

· utilize appropriate computational skills to help perform dental hygiene services

· apply ethical principles as outlined in the professional code of ethics of the American Dental Hygienists Association to his/her personal life and to the practice of dental hygiene

· develop multiple strategies to continue his/her education, to stay current with contemporary practices and to further personal and professional development

· assume responsibility for dental hygiene actions and care based on accepted scientific theories and research as well as the accepted standard of care

· differentiate between normal and non-normal structures of the head, neck and oral cavity

· provide care to all patients using an individualized approach that is humane, empathetic and caring and ensures the confidentiality of client information

· consult with other professionals as needed to help ensure healthcare is comprehensive

· work with individuals and communities and to improve oral and general health

· advance the profession through service activities and affiliations with professional organizations


	Diagnostic Medical Sonography 

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· maintain patient confidentiality/privacy as defined by HIPAA 
· demonstrate ethical and professional demeanor as outlined in the SDMS Code of Ethics

· interact and communicate professionally with physicians,  coworkers, patients and their families 

· review the physician’s order for the examination 
· obtain pertinent studies, reports, lab values as they relate to the exam

· perform patient assessments 
· explain the procedure to the patient 
· perform ultrasound exams according to the Scope of Practice for sonographers as identified by the SDMS and according to recognized exam protocols

· produce diagnostic sonographic images, optimizing technical factors, such as grey scale; color and spectral Doppler
· document exam with proper labeling, findings and correlative data

· recognize normal anatomical structures

· apply and report accurate measurements

· identify the changes of the ultrasound appearance of organs or structures due to various pathologies and list the differential diagnosis that could be responsible for these changes

· identify artifacts produced by ultrasound

· acquire and analyze data obtained using ultrasound and related diagnostic technologies

· correlate clinical history, related studies and exam findings with academic knowledge

· provide a summary of findings to the physician 

· use appropriate medical terminology and language to describe findings to the physician through both oral and written communication 

· operate departmental information systems (i.e. PACS)

· identify and respond to medical emergency situations
· calculate/solve mathematical equations related to ultrasound physics 
· utilize resources and information data bases for continuing education credits and professional growth  
· identify the advantages of belonging to professional organizations
The Associate Degree OR the Certificate of Completion for this program is awarded upon satisfactory completion of all general education requirements, related requirements, and technical requirements for a total of 47 credits (DMS Certificate tract) and 80 credits (DMS Associate Degree). These requirements are based on the standards and guidelines of the Society of Diagnostic Medical Sonographers (SDMS), the American Registry of Diagnostic Medical Sonography (ARDMS) and the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP).  CAAHEP is recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). The Diagnostic Medical Sonography Program is Nationally Accredited by this same Commission. Upon completion of these programs graduates are eligible to sit for the National Certification Examinations.



	Fire Science Technology Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· demonstrate verbal and nonverbal, goal- directed interaction with colleges, fire science systems and the community

· identify cultural variations in regards to communicating with African Americans, Asians, Hispanics and Native American cultures

· implement effective written communication skills

· apply effective oral communication techniques in diverse situations

· demonstrate decision making related to the inter-workings of the fire science, their coordination and coherent overlapping

· locate information resources related to the Fire Science field

· demonstrate understanding of the theory and practice of fire science coupled with technology that has enhanced the fire science communities

· access Fire Science information online

· integrate basic concepts of human valuing that are essential for ethical decision making

· analyze the relationship between ethics and morality in relation to Fire Science practice

· apply the ethical decision-making process to specific ethical issues encountered in practice

· acquire the understanding of documentation, theory,  skills as well as the technology associated with the practice of Fire Science


	Health Care Assistant Program/Certified Nursing Assistant Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· Students will explain basic care of the elderly person.

· Students will utilize appropriate medical terminology/

· Students will apply the concepts of patient safety measures.

· Students will employ concepts of medical asepsis.

· Students will demonstrate use of available resources.

· Students will demonstrate professional ethical concepts.

· Students will effectively perform basic patient care skills.

· Students will demonstrate ability to successfully pass competency examination.

The Health Care Assistant program prepares the student to meet federally mandated standards of certification.



	Nursing Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· Collect, analyze and prioritize relevant physical, developmental, psychosocial, cultural, spiritual, functional assessment data to provide individualized patient care.

· Utilize the nursing process, critical thinking, evidence-based information, and knowledge from the arts and sciences to support sound clinical decisions.

· Plan and implement nursing care in a safe, compassionate, and culturally sensitive manner that preserves human dignity and promotes growth of individuals and families.

· Communicate effectively through verbal, nonverbal, written, and technological means with individuals, families, and healthcare providers.

· Utilize teaching and learning processes to promote, maintain and restore health for individuals and families across the healthcare continuum.

· Manage the efficient, effective use of human, physical, financial, and technological resources in providing continuity of care within and across healthcare settings.

· Collaborate with individuals, families, and healthcare team members in providing comprehensive, individualized patient care.

· Demonstrate accountability in adhering to standards of professional practice within legal and ethical framework. 

· Participate in activities that promote professional development and personal growth.


	Public Health Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

· work collaboratively in teams.

· orally present the research paper to the class.

· write the research paper.

· examine and solve the problem.

· solve problems from various perspectives with team members.

· summarize the information to the class.

· identify the problem, justify the predicted outcome, analyze the data, and synthesize the conclusion.

· identify the different areas of epidemiology

· determine the different epidemiological studies such as case-control and cohort studies.

· analyze and interpret the bio-statistical data based on the epidemiological study

· assess the cause of a particular disease presented in the epidemiological study

· differentiate between right v right decision and right v wrong decision based on cases presented.

· write the community health needs report and apply the health education intervention priorities to real life situation in the public health arena.

· apply the public health and community health education intervention to real life situations.

The 66-credit hour Associate of Applied Science degree in Public Health fulfills majority of the General Education requirement for transfer to the 4-year institution (in this case NMSU College of Health and Social Service) for the completion of the Bachelor of Community Health degree.  The core course requirements are designed to give students a full overview of what public health and community health education practice is all about, and to comply with the accreditation criteria at the Bachelor degree level.



	Radiologic Technology Program

Required Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:
· explain the procedure to the patient and ask appropriate questions to collect the information needed for performing the study

· document/record data needed on patient charts, x-ray requisitions, RIS & PACS data banks  

· interact with other health care teams in the hospital environment  

· maintain patient confidentiality/privacy as defined by HIPPAA  

· produce diagnostic radiographic images 

· adjust equipment, technical factors and positioning to compensate for non-routine exams (patient - cooperation/limitation, mobility, trauma, pathology, size, etc.)  

· identify and respond to medical emergency situations  

· analyze the resulting radiographic image for technical and positioning accuracy and make modifications as needed   

· define and use medical and radiological terminology

· operate radiological information systems (RIS), PACS, etc.

· calculate /solve mathematical equations related to radiographic technique & physics equations  

· demonstrate ethical and professional demeanor as outlined in the Code of Ethics of the American  Registry of Radiologic Technologists

· identify the advantages of belonging to professional organizations 

· utilize resources and information databases for continuing education credits and professional growth  

· demonstrate practices that result in minimal radiation exposure for patients, self and others  
· pass all of the 51 clinical competencies required by the ARRT 
· pass the ARRT certification exam 
· validate adequate preparation for entry into the radiography field

The 76 credit hour Associate of Radiologic Technology degree addresses the following subject content required by the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology and the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists:

· patient care and education

· radiographic procedures

· radiation protection

· equipment operation and quality control

· image production and evaluation.

Graduates are eligible to take the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists national certification exam. Upon successful completion of the ARRT exam, students can pursue employment in the medical imaging field.                                                                                                                    



	Respiratory Care Program

Required Learning Outcomes
Students will be able to:

· compose a patient assessment

· compose a patient SOAP/Patient Assessment document

· demonstrate and perform cardiopulmonary diagnostic procedures

· demonstrate  how to set up and maintain a mechanical ventilator

· demonstrate appropriate patient/physician interactions in the clinical setting

· formulate appropriate cardiopulmonary treatment plans

· determine appropriate interventions in a critical medical situation

· discuss and demonstrate confidentiality expectation of HIPPAA
The Respiratory Care program is an Associate Degree of Applied Science.  The curriculum and clinical hour content is based on the National Standard Curriculum from the American Association of Respiratory Care (AARC) and the national accrediting body CoARC.  The Respiratory Care Program is designed to prepare students to have mastered competency in assessment, diagnosis and treatment of the cardiopulmonary patient.  Upon completion of the program graduates are eligible to sit for their national licensure certification and registry examinations.


