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Program Goal
Graduates must be able to demonstrate effective written communication.

Student Learning Outcomes 

Students will write legal memoranda which includes the factual and legal aspects of a hypothetical case.  The memoranda must be of a quality to be acceptable in a law office.
Class - PLS 279 - Legal Research & Writing for Paralegals II

Components of Successful Achievement
1.  Use of correct legal memorandum format

2.  Stating the legal issue correctly and selecting the key facts

3.  Researching and finding the applicable law

4.  Demonstrating appropriate application of the law to the facts.

5.  Using the correct legal citation format

6.  Writing of memorandum which demonstrates clarity, is grammatically correct, and              uses the correct punctuation and spelling

Performance Characteristics of Each Component

See attached rubric

Activities/Assignments

1.  Responding to legal questions by conducting legal research (statutes, cases & rules)            and providing written answers to the questions
2.  Presenting the results of the legal research to the class
3.  Writing of the legal issues and selecting key facts in a hypothetical case 

4.  Writing of various drafts of the legal memorandum

Assessment Type

See attached rubric
PLS 279  Legal Research & Writing for Paralegals


Student Name _______________________________

Assessment of Student Legal Research Memorandum

	Category
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Points

	Legal Memorandum 

Format


	Memo format ignored
	Memo outline followed occasionally
	Most parts of memo format included
	Memo format followed completely including subheadings
	

	Finding the Correct 

Law

· correct legal issues

· -relevant facts

· legal research procedures


	Incorrect law found 
	Less than ½ of correct law cited and supplements not consulted
	Most of correct law cited and supplements consulted
	Found all of relevant law (statutes & cases) and supplements consulted 
	

	Application of the Law

to the Facts – Legal Analysis

· understanding of law’s impact on facts

· conclusion of application of law is correct


	No understanding of application of particular law to the facts of the case
	Demonstrated a general understanding of the application of the law to the facts
	Most of the legal issues addressed and law applied to relevant facts
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of how law applies to facts and conclusion follows the application & analysis
	

	Legal Citation Format

- correct use of The Bluebook or N.M. Supreme Court rules

	
	
	
	All legal citations must be correct – no points assigned otherwise
	

	Syntax, grammar, 

Punctuation & spelling

· clarity in the writing

· correct grammar

· correct punctuation

· spelling correct (use of Spellcheck)


	Writing unclear, poor grammar and punctuation, numerous spelling errors
	Communicates poorly, errors in spelling and grammar and punctuation
	Ideas expressed clearly with occasional lack of connection to topic, few grammatical, punctuation, and spelling errors noted
	Expresses ideas clearly with an obvious connection to the topic, uses correct grammar and punctuation, and rare misspellings
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	


Comments: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

             _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

