2006 – 2007 Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum Committee Annual Report

The Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum Committee was formed on October 12, 2006 as a result of recommendations made at the New Mexico Higher Education Assessment and Retention Retreat in Ruidoso, New Mexico during the summer of 2006.  

The Committee chair is Kate Rhodes and committee members are Doug Layer, Rene Sierra, Donna Saulsberry and Abby Osborne joined the team in January of 2007 to represent the Technical Division.

We began meeting on October 12, 2006 and at that time began discussing definitions of critical thinking and which would be relevant for all majors and appropriate for community college students.  We looked at sample instruments from other institutions and discussed the components of critical thinking that could be evaluated.  We created a draft of an assessment tool.  

We met again on November 2, 2006 and refined the wording on the draft rubric.  We evaluated the draft instrument according to the guidelines given by the General Education Assessment Committee:
· It should not be discipline specific

· It should have a manageable number of measurable components

· Degrees of achievement should be identified

We also evaluated the instrument as to whether or not it was “user friendly” and discussed an initial pilot.  We also decided to send our draft to Susan Hatfield for feedback.  Since we did not have representation from the Technical Division at that time, we discussed who we could get to join us to give input from that division.

There were only two of us at the December 2, 2006 meeting, so we went over the wording of our draft rubric and made some revisions.  We discussed having the committee members complete an initial pilot with the rubric in the spring semester and decided to ask Abby Osborne to join our committee as a representative from the Technical Division.  

The committee met for the first time in the spring on February 1, 2007.  We completed a final evaluation of the draft rubric and planned our spring 2007 pilot.  We discussed the size of the pilot group, the types of student work to be evaluated, the timeline of the pilot, and assessing student artifacts as a team. 

We met on March 9, 2007 to begin our first assessment of artifacts.  We completed one simultaneously to see if we agreed on the evaluation and discussed disagreements.  We also determined that visual or artistic work was difficult to assess with the existing rubric and discussed whether we would need a different one for artistic assignments or if we needed to make adjustments to the existing rubric.  
The next meeting was on April 5, 2007.  Susan Wood met with the committee to help us hash out some of the difficulties we incurred while assessing artifacts.  We decided, for now, we would add a creativity component to the existing rubric and see if that will meet the needs of assessing critical thinking of a visual or artistic assignment.  We also decided to select two faculty members—one full-time and one part-time—from each division to pilot our rubric in the fall instructor.  

The last meeting for the spring semester was held on April 30, 2007.  We added a creativity component to the assessment rubric and decided to each ask two faculty from our divisions to pilot the rubric.  We would compile a packet for each instructor including a letter outlining the task, the rubric, and informational handouts on critical thinking.  We would include all committee members’ contact information and offer to be of assistance for our volunteers.  
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