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Education Program Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
December 15, 2006        11:30-1:00

Members Present:   Elissa Poel, Jennifer Amis, Anita Cummings, Jeff Hackney,
                                Ann Steinhoff, Stephanie Muir

Faculty Present:      Garlene Petersen, Kate Rhodes, Tammy Ganzler-Woods



The meeting started with a welcome from David Pearse, Division Dean of Health and Public Service.  Members were then introduced and welcomed by the Education Program faculty members.

Program statistics were reviewed by committee members.  All three areas continue to grow, with the strongest growth in the Early Childhood Education area.  The new initiative from the legislature was discussed along with the impact that this initiative will have on the need for classes in Early Childhood as licensing for elementary teachers changes.  We project the least growth in the Educational Paraprofessional program; especially in graduation rates because we advise students out of that area as they gain more confidence in their ability to succeed in school.
	Early Childhood Education
	Education Transfer Program
	Educational Paraprofessional

	Majors  S1-SP05     25
	Majors S1-SP05     211   
	Majors  S1-SP05     67  

	Majors  S1-SP06     80  
	Majors S1-SP06     229  
	Majors  S1-SP06     98  

	Graduates  SP06       1
	Graduates  SP06      18
	Graduates   SP06    11

	Graduates   FA06      5
	Graduates   FA06     14
	Graduates    FA06     1


Accreditation for the Early Childhood program was discussed.  After discussing the pros and cons, the committee decided that it was not necessary to seek separate accreditation for this program.  No program in New Mexico has a separate accreditation and the value was not seen for the faculty time and the money that it would cost to become accredited.

Class articulation was discussed.  Currently classes taught are the same as those taught at New Mexico State University and therefore do not need to articulate.  The Early Childhood classes are part of a state-wide articulation program and can be transferred to any other two-or four year program in the state.  DACC currently does not have articulation agreements with any high school programs.  Stephanie Muir will arrange a meeting in January with the Las Cruces Public Schools and the Gadsden School District to discuss articulation of high school classes.

The final item discussed was new classes that are being proposed for the spring 07 cycle.  There is an additional math proposed for paraprofessionals which will not transfer to a four year program, but will allow students to complete an AA degree in ECED with a lower level of math.  We have also proposed a branch only, 3 credit special education course that covers information a paraprofessional working in a Special Education classroom needs to know.  The other courses include the three Early Childhood administration courses that are currently offered under special topics numbers.

The meeting adjourned at 12:55 p.m.
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      Education Program Advisory Committee Meeting                   
      April 25, 2007

Members Present:  Elissa Poel, Heidi Owosh-Kamenski, Minel Schaefli, Vicky Alarcon, Diane Hernandez, Deborah Gouldsmith, Margo Trevino, Shannon Bradley, Tammy Ganzler-Woods, Kate Rhodes, Garlene Petersen
















The meeting was called to order and introductions were made.  

Program Review/Updates:


Education Transfer Program is still expanding at a fast rate due to the relationship that we have with NMSU.  The latest addition to the curriculum is EDUC 103, the Bilingual Field Experience class.  Students can now choose to take it at DACC instead of NMSU.  All of the lower division classes are offered at DACC.

Early Childhood Education Program was discussed.  Offering the ECED Practicum on-line was discussed in detail.  Some hints were offered to Tammy Ganzler-Woods as the lead instructor for things that she might do in order to offer it to distance students.  A determination needs to be made if we are to serve students throughout the entire state, or to serve students in Doña Ana County and surrounding areas.  There will be ten students moving to NMSU in the fall in the new ECED program.  A discussion was made that NMSU was not ready with the new ECED program.

The Educational Paraprofessional Program is the smallest program and has the most substitution and waver forms done for students as they discover that they can do college work.  There are several graduates this semester that will be moving to NMSU.

DACC Accreditation visit will occur soon.  We looked at the College Mission Statement and wrote the following mission statement for the program:

Education Program Mission Statement

The mission of the Education Program at Doña Ana Community College is to provide educational programming that prepares individuals to work with a diverse population of students and to align to the needs of the community.  We prepare students to go on to four year institutions of higher learning and hope to build their confidence enough that they will take this important step to further their education upon completion of our program.

